purpuric spots were first noticed on the buttocks and extended rapidly to the legs and scalp. Jaundice also appeared at this time. His parents and one older sister were healthy, but the second sister suffered from recurrent epistaxis.
Examination showed a normally responsive, wellnourished baby, weighing 5 lb. 14 oz. T. 100.20 F. (rectal), P. 140, R. 40. A diffuse purpuric rash was present over all areas of the skin and also on the hard palate with small ecchymoses on the back and legs; mild jaundice was present; mucous membranes were a good colour; the spleen was not palpable; and there was no abnormality of In spite of clinical improvement the thrombocytopenia persisted with a platelet count of only 10,000 per c.mm. on discharge from hospital at one month old (see table 2 ). The normal figures for the neonatal period are 200,000-300,000 per c.mm. (Sanford, 1942) .
The patient was not seen again until he was six months old because of the danger from flyingbombs in the London area. During the interval he had remained symptom free although he had had a severe attack of bronchitis. The platelets had risen to 350,000 per c.mm. and the bleeding time had fallen to 51 minutes.
This was a spontaneous recovery. The only treatment the child received was vitamin K (5 mgm. kapilon intramuscularly) on admission and liver (Armour's Proethron forte 2 c.cm.) given on the twenty-first and twenty-third days, the latter being without effect on the thrombocytes. Owing to the benign clinical course blood transfusion was not considered necessary. Comment This appears to be an undoubted example of congenital thrombocytopenic purpura. The rash was noticed by the second day and the platelets were reduced to 6,000 per c.mm. on the fourth day. A symptomatic purpura was unlikely as no infection was found, no drug liable to cause a thrombocytopenia had been given to mother or child, and in spite of the prolonged jaundice no other blood disease was demonstrable.
In nine of the cases reviewed the condition was 94 26.5.1944 10,000 24.10.1944 350,000 51 minutes familial; in the four collected by Bayer the mothers' Summary platelet counts were not noted. In the present A case of congenital thrombocytopenic purpura instance the mother's blood was normal and she is reported. had never shown a tendency to bleed.
Examples ofcongenital thrombocytopenic purpura The prognosis in these infants is of some interest. collected from the literature are tabulated. Nine of the fourteen recovered during the first few
The prognosis and treatment of the condition is weeks of life but their progress was not followed considered.
further except in three who remained healthy for Thanks are due to Dr. W. G. Wyllie for permission two years. It would be instructive to know whether to publish this case.
or not these children tend to relapse later in life.
